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Abstract

Much attention has been paid to the effects of generative Al on education, with growing worries
centered on the evidence of students who are using LLMs to cheat on their coursework. However,
we argue that the proliferation of Al-use among students has only exacerbated what the
American educational system has long been cheating students out of: the guided development of
their human creativity. It’s little wonder that living within a system and culture that demands
rapid productivity and passive recitation of received knowledge has created students who view Al
as a means of streamlining a workload that appears both perfunctory and meaningless. We
advocate for a renewed pedagogical focus on students’ creative expression.

The inherently social nature of zines makes them ideal for promoting connection and creativity
in the classroom. We highlight some possible components of zine projects that, even if not
explicitly presented as “anti-Al,” help counter its enervating and dependency-producing effects;
instead, they decouple student writing from a focus on grades in favor of curiosity, multimodal
communication, and self-expression. We created a digital zine with scrapbooking elements; we
have included both a digital reading version, and one that can be printed. This zine contains our
arguments, research, and practical suggestions for zine-based assignments.

Printing Instructions

To print the zine, please select the print version. Use letter-size paper. Print double-sided and flip
on the short edge.
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