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Abstract 
Like zines, taxidermy involves hands-on, material processes of arrangement. This connection 

between the two forms makes taxidermy a good fit for a zine exploring my research on the topic.  
In my zine, I inform the reader about the history and practice of taxidermy and briefly raise some 
significant questions about taxidermy. For instance, taxidermy is often described as having a 
kind of agency, able to look back at the audience, but although taxidermied animals’ eyes are 
striking, they do not actually have this ability. What, then, does the desire to ascribe this kind of 
agency to taxidermied animals reveal? Taxidermy is also frequently experienced as a uniquely 
visceral and temptingly tactile method of representing animals. What kind of relationship to the 
animal (or animal-object) does this allow? Finally, although most taxidermy is intended to be 
realist, some artists challenge this, moving toward more meta and surreal approaches in what’s 
called rogue taxidermy or speculative taxidermy. How do these artistic practices and 
arrangements of the animal complicate ideas about agency and relationships between 
human/nonhuman?  

The zine is a multipage half-letter-sized booklet that combines text about taxidermy and a 
wide variety of images of taxidermy. It uses pamphlet stitching presented in hard copy, to further 
connections to taxidermy and its use of stitching, and background images are collages created 
using old taxidermy manuals. The zine itself is a work of arrangement about a process of 
arrangement, combining bookbinding, collage, and scholarly research to prompt readers to think 
more deeply about the ethical ramifications of taxidermy and the arrangement of another 
creature’s body. 
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