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Abstract

This zine explores how the art of comics offers unique ways of representing “the gothic” in
graphic form. We look specifically at adaptations of the work of Edgar Allan Poe and the
techniques comics artists use to represent the unseen, interior, often abstract or conceptual
horrors that the gothic evokes. Unlike those physical, bodily horrors so popular in many modern
horror comics and films, the gothic offers unique challenges and opportunities for artists. We
draw on literary theory of the gothic and practical examples from comics artists who have
adapted Poe’s works to explain the central concepts and offer examples of their illustration. Our
main questions include: What does the art of comics offer to representations of the gothic and
how do contemporary comics artists meet the challenge of conveying Poe’s unique artistic
sensibilities in graphic form? We offer a few answers to these questions using a combination of
collage, quotation, and original artwork. This project also offers a unique opportunity for
collaboration between a librarian-scholar and a student artist, each bringing their own
perspectives on the work.

References

Freud, Sigmund. “The Uncanny (1919).” In The Monster Theory Reader, edited by Jeffrey Andrew
Weinstock. University of Minnesota Press, 2020, 59-88. ProQuest Ebook Central,
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/unt/detail.action?docID=6006888.

Jones, Darryl. Horror: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press, 2021. Print.

Poe, Edgar Allan. “A Dream Within a Dream.” In Poe: Poetry and Tales. The Library of America,
1984, 97. Print.

Poe, Edgar Allan. “The Black Cat.” In Poe: Poetry and Tales. The Library of America, 1984, 597-606.
Print.

Poe, Edgar Allan. “The Masque of the Red Death.” In Poe: Poetry and Tales. The Library of America,
1984, 485-490. Print.

Poe, Edgar Allan. “The Raven.” In Poe: Poetry and Tales. New York: The Library of America, 1984,
81-86. Print.

Poe, Edgar Allan. “The Tell-Tale Heart.” In Poe: Poetry and Tales. The Library of America, 1984,
555-559. Print.

Savoy, Eric “The Face of the Tenant: A Theory of American Gothic.” In American Gothic: New
Interventions in a National Narrative, edited by Robert K. Martin and Eric Savoy. University of
Iowa Press, 1998, 3-19. Print.


https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/unt/detail.action?docID=6006888

Martin, Miller | Imagined Horrors

Image Citations
All ariginal graphic design and layouts done by Sam Miller, 2025.

All comic book and comic art citations follow the format recommended by the Ohio State
University Libraries which houses the Billy Ireland Cartoon Library and Museum.
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