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Abstract 
Asian studies librarians work in a multidisciplinary manner, collecting materials and 

exercising expertise across domains and genres, ranging from academic research to literature to 
popular culture. Several university libraries have large zine collections, as they can illuminate 
points of view outside of the mainstream, including information not created for academic 
consumption and narratives of people from marginalized identities. For an Asian studies library 
collection, zines add important linguistic, political, and ethnic diversity—but finding them can be 
tricky. This zine discusses the author’s process for collecting zines, taking into consideration 
power and cultural dynamics. Working with communities to collect their publications requires 
nuance and flexibility. I also discuss how students and researchers might interact with these 
materials, whether by creating their own zines, building communities online, or through more 
traditional research methods. Ultimately, this zine illustrates the changing state of Asian studies 
as a field focused on building and maintaining partnerships across the globe rather than 
extraction. The ways in which zines are collected for a university library can serve as a through 
which to view the current state of Asian studies collection practices, including how and why 
materials are collected and how users near and far can interact with university library collections. 

 

Printing Instructions 

This file was designed to be printed on 8.5"x11" paper, but feel free to experiment with the 
paper size you have. Print double sided, flipped on the short edge. Fold the pages in half, collate, 
and staple (or sew) up the middle. 
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