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Abstract

Current zine library scholarship largely focuses on best practices for zine libraries provided by
zine librarians for zine librarians—with only a small subsection of research investigating the
attitudes and desires of zine creators themselves. This study used an online survey to gather
information from both zine librarians and zine creators about their current and ideal interactions
with each other. The study finds that nearly all participants view relationships between the two
groups as important and that ideal relationships feature communication, collaboration, and
respect for the agency of zine creators over their work. Results also reveal insights about zine
culture as a whole, positive and negative characteristics of zine libraries, and a discussion of the
balance of power between zine librarians, zine creators, and libraries as institutions.

This research is presented as a zine in an academic journal, and specifically as a split zine,
with one side focused on the experiences and wishes of zine creators and the other side focused
on those of zine librarians. Both of these choices are designed to reflect the dual subjects and
audience of this research (both zine-ish and academic, with neither taking precedence). My hope
is that this journal will reach zine librarians, the zine will reach zine creators, and both groups
will take the opportunity to learn more about not just their colleagues but about each other,
thereby strengthening their relationships and zine libraries as a whole.

Printing Instructions

e Print on letter size paper and flip on the short edge.
e This is a split zine—both sides of the zine have equal weight and prominence. There is no
recommended reading order!
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