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Andrea: To the past, present, and future
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your beautiful brain. | couldn't do this without you.
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Shared Definitions

Reflecting on Power: Personal Prompts

Reflecting on power is essential, as it is deeply embedded in will and
design. Power is not simply possessing the ability to act; power is also
connected to the influences behind decisions, intentions, and impacts.
In this way, power is more than a tool. It is a system of interconnected
parts that express values, grant permissions, and produce
consequences.

To engage with power, wield and distribute it, it is important to
understand its source of where [our] power, [our] intentions, and the
impact of [our] choices on people and the environment.

Before moving into a formal definition, take a moment to reflect on the
following prompts and think about what power means to you.

-> Consider a relationship in which you had power, or when
someone or something had power over you (e.g., family,
friends, government, or work place). What factors (e.g., social,
emotional, or environmental) contributed to this sense of power
or lack thereof, and how is it shown?

= How do cultural norms, values, and legislative policy influence
who has power in a society?
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the inherent role of human empowerment, where human fates are not
predetermined, in a future where generative Al is not inevitable, where
human connection is valued and prioritized.

"It is citizens -- ordinary men and women, determined to forge
their own future -- who throughout history have sparked all the
great change and progress.”

Barack Obama, 2014, The M.
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Defining Power

Merriam-Webster's definition (n.d.) highlights that power carries many
layers of meaning which is reflected in its broad dictionary definition.
Even if not explicitly stated, the dictionary’s definition reveals that power
is a system spanning multiple dimensions: human, relational, structural,

and ecological, extending beyond any single definition or value.

Building on this foundation, this work frames power as fundamentally
about choice, influence, and control. By situating power in these terms,
we can better examine how it operates within technologies, civic
systems, and social policy.

Power (houn)

1a
(1) : ability to act or produce an effect
(2) : ability to get extra-base hits
(3) : capacity for being acted upon or undergoing an
effect
1 b : legal or official authority, capacity, or right

2 a: possession of control, authority, or influence over others
2 b : one having such power

specifically : a sovereign state
2 c : a controlling group : establishment — often used in the
phrase the powers that be

3 a : physical might
3 b : mental or moral efficacy
3 ¢ : political control or influence

4 powers [plural] : an order of angels
— : see CELESTIAL HIERARCHY

5 a: the number of times as indicated by an exponent that a
number occurs as a factor in a product
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Please see our works cited for some starting points on research for each
of these issues, and note that full explication and detailed examination
of these costs are beyond the scope of this zine. We encourage you to
investigate these issues, through the links provided, as well as your own
research.

Intentions, Impact, & Alternative Futures

Our Closing Thoughts

The intersections of disability and Al are multifold, and have been
studied somewhat extensively, given the currency of this issue. However,
it is unclear how much of this literature is written by and for disabled
individuals, rather than just about them from a nondisabled point of
view and all the harmful biases that can come with that perspective. This
violates a core principle of disability justice and theory work, which
vehemently states that there should be “nothing about us without us.”
There must be representation in discussions of how this technology
impacts us — real voices belonging to actual disabled individuals and
communities.

Portions of the literature (Mankoff et al, Jafry & Vostermans, and Foley &
Melese, for example) call for a future with more equitable uses of Al,
where “disabled people contribute their perspective and expertise to
the design of Al-based systems” (Mankoff et al, p. 42). But is the use of
Al in the first place equitable? Further, we invite you to consider whose
interests are represented, their intentions, and the values they uphold.
The ongoing erosion of democratic governance poses direct risk to the
health and well-being of people and the world’s population. In his
article, The Imperative Link Between Civic Engagement and Public

Health: Insights From a Former US Surgeon General, Jerome Adams

states: “The erosion of civic engagement poses a distinct threat to
public health. When large portions of the population, especially those
from historically marginalized groups, disengage from the democratic
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2 : of, relating to, or utilizing strength
plays a power game
also : POWERFUL sense
a power critic

3 : of, relating to, or being a meal at which influential people
discuss business or politics
a power lunch

Defining General & Generative Artificial Intelligence

What is Artificial Intelligence?

"...the phrase is deployed when the people building or
selling a particular set of technologies will profit from
getting others to believe that their technology is similar to
humans, able to do things that, in fact, intrinsically require
human judgement, perception, or creativity.”

The Al Con: How to Fight Big Tech’s Hype and Create the Future We Want (2025)

Succinctly explained above, artificial intelligence is a marketing term,
not a cohesive set of technologies with any shared purpose. Al is tied
directly to capitalism, to products that uber-wealthy tech bros market
and sell to the masses, for a variety of purposes and perceived utility.

Artificial intelligence is nothing new, and has been used in a variety of
fields for a while, dating back to the machine learning craze. However,
as Dan McQuillan writes in Resisting Al, "Al, as we know it, is a kind of
computing, but it’s also a form of knowledge production, a paradigm for
social organization and a political project...\Whatever else Al is, it is not
neutral, and neither can we be” (p. 2). Simply due to the fact that Al is
created by humans it is not objective or “neutral.” Artificial intelligence

is not actually intelligent, nor is it a replacement for human agency,

10
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relationships, and connection that must happen with our fellow humans.
These ridiculous and harmful expectations punish those with less
resources, who are often disabled individuals, and force those who are
struggling to afford therapy and other resources necessary to their
wellbeing to rely on such “free” services like Al “therapy.” As we can
note from the examples above, this is a life or death issue.

Organizational Tools & Executive Functioning

An admittedly compelling use case for generative Al and the tools it
powers is assistance with the executive functioning that those with
ADHD and other neurodivergent identities often struggle. Tools like
NotebookLM, GoblinTools, ChatGPT, and others purport to assist with
executive functioning tasks like organization broadly speaking, outlining,
condensing ideas, and even assisting with academic work by
summarizing more lengthy or hard-to-understand texts. It is tempting to
view these tools as “cures” for certain symptoms of ADHD especially,
but it is vital to remember that Al shortcuts this work by skipping over
the internalization of coping mechanisms to deal with the roadblocks
that ADHD can put in one’s path — it simply defers them. The mindset of
"if | just had this one tool, | could ‘overcome’ my ADHD" is a dangerous
one, as it puts ableist strain on the individual, rather than acknowledging
the ways in which capitalism and society are the driving forces behind
this pressure.

The ways in which the use of generative Al impacts our brain
functionality are still being studied, but recent research from MIT on LLM
use to assist with essay writing indicates that “over four months, LLM
users consistently underperformed at neural, linguistic, and behavioral
levels” (Kos'myna). There are significant, “long-term educational
implications of LLM reliance” which will, without a doubt, impact the
brains of those who most rely on these tools. While this study did focus
on essay writing, and had LLM tools generate essays for that group, this
nonetheless surfaces serious concerns.

Of course, this is a fraught issue. Many of us with ADHD are unable to

obtain accommodations in school, let alone the workplace, and so it
35

What About Generative Artificial Intelligence?

Generative Al lives under the larger umbrella of “artificial intelligence,”
and is almost as varied and not cohesive as its parentage. Generative Al
is a form of “type of artificial intelligence that can learn from and mimic
large amounts of data to create content such as text, images, music,
videos, code, and more, based on inputs or prompts” (Harvard
University). Generative Al relies on large language models, or LLMs, for
short, where it harvests patterns gathered from an enormous corpora of
aforementioned often illegally obtained original human-produced
creative material and writing (see the following section for more details
on author objections and concerns regarding the use of their creative
material to feed Al).

Understanding the intentions of designers (policy makers) and their
solutions is crucial to meaningful evaluation. Generative Al technologies
are designed with priorities and intentions: Generative Al wants to
please you and it is predictive in nature. It cannot be trusted, in more
ways than one, largely because of confirmation bias, frequent and
dangerous hallucinations, and a serious and concerning disengagement
from humanity.

In the following sections, we will delve deeper into several core
concerns around generative Al and its use, providing evidence for our
argument that the costs of its use significantly outweigh its benefits.

Exploring Disability

“The meaning of disability, like the meaning of illness, is
presumed to be self-evident; we all know it when we see it.
But the meanings of illness and disability are not nearly so
fixed or monolithic; multiple understandings of disability
exist.”

Alison Kafer, Feminist Queer Crip

12
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e s there a way to solve this problem without (new) technology
solutions? Is it even necessary?

The Relationship Between Disability and
Al: “Benefits” and Costs

Artificial Intelligence, including generative Al, has been marketed and
widely discussed as a great benefit to many, especially to disabled and
neurodivergent individuals. It can appear to level the playing field, so to
speak, by making certain tasks and work more accessible, performing
the often disproportionately draining mental labor of tasks such as
creating outlines, timetables for completing assigned tasks, and more.
However, reliance on Al for such tasks has serious consequences, for the
collective, the individual, and the environment, among others.

As we will discuss below, use of generative Al does not line up with the
ten principles of disability justice, which largely take a collectivist
approach to disability, lifting up the voices and leadership of the most
marginalized members of the community. Each of the concerns below
will be briefly analyzed through one or more of the ten principles, with
the goal of illuminating this schism between what is commonly
perceived as a beneficial technology and its actual impacts. The use of
Al is an individualistic “solution” to collective and individual concerns,
which, in actuality, benefits none of us.

Potential “Benefits”: But at What Cost?

There are many ways that generative Al has been and continues to be
utilized by disabled and neurodivergent individuals as a
self-accommodation of sorts, or, to assist with their functioning in
day-to-day life through making certain tasks more accessible. As Violet
Fox points out in her zine, A Librarian Against Al, or, | Think Al Should
Leave, this is a pretty “compelling use case” (np). Admittedly, these
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marginalize and harm. There are a great deal more models of disability
out there in the disability theory world, but for saliency, we will focus on
using the lens of disability justice, which is described in more detail
below. However, it is always helpful to have contextual information
about the different ways that individuals experience and define
disability.

For more about identifying as disabled, we recommend reading Jessica
Schomberg’s 2025 chapter, “Disability as Identity,” from Navigating
Disability in the Academic Library in full. It's an accessible and
informative read, even for those who already embrace the identity.

Disability Justice

Disability Justice is a way of thinking about disability that follows a
specific framework that focuses on the intersectional experiences of the
multiply marginalized, like disabled individuals who are also Black,
people of color, women, and LGBTQIA+ folks, to name a few (SJSU).
There are ten core principles of disability justice, as created by
performing arts and activist group, Sins Invalid, in their publication titled
Skin, Tooth, and Bone: The Basis of the Movement is Our People. The
ten principles of disability justice are as follows:

1. Intersectionality

2. Leadership of the Most Impacted

3. Anti-Capitalist Politic

4. Commitment to Cross-Movement Organizing
5. Recognizing Wholeness

6. Sustainability

7. Commitment to Cross-Disability Solidarity

8. Interdependence

9. Collective Access

10. Collective Liberation

Like the legal-medical and the social models of disability, disability

justice is a framework for examining and defining disability. But it is

important to note that disability identity itself is not fixed, as Schomberg
14
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with technology. Therefore, evaluating the source, the narrative used to
promote solutions, and the environmental context is just as important in
educating and interacting with technology as understanding the
technology itself.

Narratives of Powerlessness: Technofatalism

Technofatalism can be summarized as the position that technological
trajectories are inevitable beyond political steering, and not subject to
meaningful public consent. At its philosophical core, technofatalism
requires the transfer of power and agency away and is fundamentally
rooted in collective disempowerment.

Technofatalists present technology as an unstoppable force and as
something that simply "happens" to society, rather than something that
society actively shapes or chooses. These arguments depict
technological development as predetermined, autonomous, and
impartial, leaving people powerless to influence or control (Durand
2025). This narrative is crafted in such a way that depoliticizes the
technology industry and Al. Depoliticizing Al benefits technology
industry leaders, as this discourages wider scrutiny of their influence,

environmental impact, and societal power. “[Such] a form of fatalism that
accepts the current state-of-affairs without questioning its legitimacy”
(Dillert, 2025).

By denying people agency and their right to make decisions and give
consent, technofatalism undermines human autonomy and agency. It
fosters a sense of resignation and helplessness regarding the
assessment, development and/or integration of modern day
technology-based solutions. Among people, this worldview results in
widespread resignation to the negative consequences of technology,
framing them as unavoidable and beyond responsibility or control.

It is important to ask: who & what benefits from this positioning?
(Spoiler Alert: technocratic oligarchs and the military-industrial complex)

31

collectivism predicted mask use. Meaning that certain states in the US
and cultures with a more collectivist mindset were more likely to wear
masks, recognizing the benefits that came with protecting everyone
through simple everyday actions.

Individualism

Individualism is the mindset that the needs of the individual take
priority/precedent over the needs of the collective, or the many. This is a
very American mindset — think of the phrase/ideology that tells
Americans that you can achieve the ubiquitous American dream
(financial and social success and happiness) by “pulling yourself up by
your bootstraps.” This ideology fails to recognize the very real systemic
barriers that many individuals face that interfere with one’s ability to do
just that, like capitalism, ableism, homophobia, fatphobia, and much
more. Within an individualistic culture, you cannot rely on others to do
what's best for or what would benefit the majority, often resulting in real
harm to specific groups, like the effects of choosing not to vaccinate
oneself against COVID-19 or to wear masks and how that impacts
disabled people in particular. This mindset means that if an issue or
problem doesn’t impact an individual directly, they are unlikely to view it
as real, for themselves or for others.

Technofascism

In Planning for Empire: Reform Bureaucrats and the Japanese Wartime
State (2011), Janis Mimura describes technofascism within the context of
wartime Japan:

As a mode of politics, techno-fascism represented a new form of
authoritarian rule in which the “totalist” state is fused with the
military and bureaucratic planning agencies and controlled by
technocrats. It signifies neither the rise of militarism nor the
reassertion of traditional military-bureaucratic rule, but rather the
ascendance of a new group of technocratic leaders who
operated at the heart of the wartime system.

16



0€
JuswabeBua a|qisuodsal 01 (213140 S| suonn|os ABojouyoal Bunelbaiul

jo syoedwi pue sedusnbasuod sy} Buipuelsispun se ||om se ‘swie
J1ay) wioyul suondwinsse Jo s)salalul 1BYm ‘92In0os sy Buipuelsispun

,Op Jo/pue 1dedoe 01 Buljjimun noA alje jeypy e

isoouanbasuod aAnebau ay) Wolj J8A0dal
lo/pue 19s-}40 03 o|qissod 31 si ‘Apueniodwi pue ‘Ajpsiejoy e

iuondope
WO} MO||0} JYBIW ‘papualuiun JO papualul ‘seduanbasuod 1eypy e

ipaloubl Jo/pue ‘palepisuod
‘pazipiond Bulag aie sanijigelau|na pue ‘syybu ‘spasu aSOUYpp e

(MOM 1e 2l sa010) Jeyp\ @
:Buizijenixa1uod sanjoaul ABojouyoay o3 ssedoud swes jeyl BulA|ddy

“a|qissod s| 1eym pue ‘sedusnbasuod ay3 ‘Aiessadau s| 1eym ‘a|qissod

SI 1eym dUaN|jul 1Y} suonelwi| pue ‘sainssaid ‘saAiuadUl ‘solWeUAP By}
aoepns siskjeue Jomod pue sssualeme [euoljeniis ‘unowesed si spasu
uewny Buipuelsiapun ataym ‘Aorjod [e100s Yiim si 3 Sy (GZ0Z 1oxooig

9 SLIUEH) SUOIJBJOPISUOD [BIUSWIUOIIAUS pue ‘|ebs| ‘|edibojouyosy ‘|eldos
‘dlwouods ‘|eonijod woij abiawa suoisap ‘Adijod |eDos u| “JusWIssasse
KBojouydsl Aue Jo 1iels Byl 18 89 ISNW PUE [BIDNID OS S| IX81U0D
[eIUSWUOIIAUS B} Bulpuelsispun pue 821nos ayi bunenjeas Aym si siy|

"JU9SU0D
21|gnd pue anBojelp JIAID SIUSAWNDIID UoeIuSWS|dWl pue JuUsWssasse

sepadaid Ajpuanbaly uondopy (EZ07 USPING-ASSMaNN) Sisaaiul
o13eIO0UYDSY Jo/pue areald Ag padeys peaisul ale pue ‘sassado.id
a11gnd apisino 1220 UsYo suoisap asayl ‘Adijod oignd |euonusAuod
aIjun 184 ‘suoipuod [ElUSWUOIIAUS pue ‘|eba| ‘|edibojouydal

‘|leroos ‘olwouods ‘jeanjod uiyum abiawae Aay] 1xe1uod Aq padeys

ale suolisep ABojouydal uiepow jo adeaspue| sy ul ‘Adrjod [e100s o3I

1xe1uoy) buijenjeny

Ll

‘saAijesadwi [ed1y1e

pue ‘|enos ‘|esow Aq pepinb aq (11 WOUI 1Byl SeN|eA 81 8. 1eym
pue oym ‘op 11 seop 1eym *6°8) suonn|os sy Jo Abojospl Buikuspun
ay1 1ey alinbau ubisep pue malral a|gisuodsal ‘swel) Ul SIYL YUAA

(G207 'zejezuon) buiijod pue ‘uoissaiddns jusssip ‘saibojouyosl
2oUE||I9AINS Ssew YBNoJy} [043UO0D JO SWISIUBYDSW S} 90I04Ud pue Lasse
S1SI0SBJOUYDS) ‘SWIE JISY] Ul SAIDSYS 97 O} JOPIO U| "SUIOU DIjeid0Wap

pue saiuaq|| |IAID Buipols Yamod arepijosuod 0} saibojouyosl
|e1BIp ulopow sabelans| 1ey} WSIUBLIEILIOYINE JO W04 B S| )| |0J3U0D
a1els pue Jamod 81e10d10D JO UOISNy B S| }| § WISIDSEJOUYDS) S| 1eYM OF

"(GZ0Z 9SoUpIe[N)) plHom ay) o asuadxa oy 1e usyo

‘suolin|os |esiBojouyosl Juswa|duwl pue [0s3uo0d ‘ubisap 18yl salluS oy}
Buizianussul pue buibejueape ‘walsAs d1eJO0UYDS] B PIemO] 8dueuISACD
211BJDOWSP JO SWIOJ [BUOIIUSAUOD 810U WOI) Aeme 1Iys |erusuepun;

e ssew siy] (Sz0oz ‘ejAeyD) sniesedde a1els ayy pue Aepjiw oyl Yyiog 4o
|0J1UOD BWINSSe OYM 9SOy} INg ‘s|ediyo |eonijod peldsje Ajjednesdowsp
Jo Aueyljiw [euoiipesy Jayliau ‘may e Buowe palesjusduod s| jomod

yoIiym ul Juswabuelie [eanijod e se s1sixe WsIosejouyds) ‘seyenoie
_INWIIA SY "s81e1g panun Aep juasaid ur Buipjojun wsiosejouydsy jo

asu oy} s|oj|eded AjBuiweje ueder sp4 | PUB SOES | JO SISAjeue seINWIA|

(7 "d "L 10T "eanwiN)

1uids jeuoizeu pue ‘uoneziuebio ‘ABojouyoay JoLiadns ybnoiy;
Aadsoud-o0o pue ‘Aousidiys ‘Aurnonpoud paseatour buisiwoid
Aq sueaw snsiaA spus pue ‘spyausq SnsisA s1s02 ‘sIaso|

SNSIOA SIBUUIM INOQE SANSSI [BUOIINGLISIP SAINSUSS PBId3I3p 1]

ybu pue ya| ay1 uo sjeuoissajoid o3 pajeadde wsiosej-ouyoal
Janemoy ‘sweibo.d pue suoisiA 1519sej 19y10 O] 1Sel3uod Uj
‘uoisuedxa jsyeiadwi pue sem Apasnf oy pasn sem ey Abojospr
pausiusd -Ayunwiuod ‘1siuiAneyd diuyie ue pue Auouods
[po1038lIp-918]1S JO UWLIO) B !8jNn UeLelLioyine ‘MoLeuU padeiquid
wis12sej-ouyd9] ‘sisingoe buim-ybu pue siadiyjo bunoA jesjpe.l
Aq pasuerpe sweibo.d pue suoisia 1siosey assueder 1oy10 a7



to social media use to shopping habits. With public institutions
increasingly incapable of organizing society, the task then falls
to Big Tech, which gains an extraordinary capacity to influence
indlividual and collective behavior. The public sphere is thereby
dissolved into online networks, monetary power is displaced
into crypto-currencies, and Artificial Intelligence colonizes what
Marx called the ‘general intellect’, heralding the steady
appropriation of political power by private interests.

The weakening of mediating institutions goes hand-in-hand with
an anti-democratic impulse — or, more accurately, a hatred of
equality.

Disinvestment and the weakening of the public sector, social safety net,
and of its institutions and critical infrastructure are not accidental failures;
it is a result of deliberate legislative policy choices, and cultural priorities
(Cohen, D., & Mikaelian, A, 2021). As government and public interest
serving institutions become increasingly incapable or unprepared to
meet the basic needs of society, America remains vulnerable to
predatory interests.

In this vacuum, private enterprise along with tech companies continue to
supplant critical civic infrastructure, while profit-driven interests of
private corporations increasingly dictate the availability of and access to
the finite resources necessary for global life and survival (Gu, 2023).

The situation becomes even more dire, when one looks more closely at
the ideological positions maintained by influential political and Silicon
Valley figures, some of whom regard democratic governance as
“inherently weak”, and argue that “American democracy should be
replaced by what [Curtis Yarvin] calls a ‘monarchy’ run by what [he]
called a C.E.O."” (Marchese, 2025). The intention of technocrats is not
simply to establish solutions, but they also seek to possess the means of
control (Tau, 2024), determine who or what has value, and how society

continues. In its very essence, this is a struggle over governance itself.
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What is Technoethics?

Technoethics (TE) is an interdisciplinary research area that draws
on theories and methods from multiple knowledge domains
(such as communications, social sciences, information studies,
technology studlies, applied ethics, and philosophy) to provide
insights on ethical dimensions of technological systems and
practices for advancing a technological society.

Technoethics views technology and ethics as socially embedded
enterprises and focuses on discovering the ethical uses for
technology, protecting against the misuse of technology, and
devising common principles to guide new advances in
technological development and application to benefit society.

Wikipedia, “Technoethics”

The adoption of any tool or system must be preceded by critical
evaluation, assessment, and an understanding of broader environmental
context and consequences. Such evaluation provides the necessary
foundation for ethical evaluation of technology and its social
implications.

Technoethics, in practice, invites an examination of how technological
systems distribute and exercise power. It situates technology within its
social, political, and environmental contexts, reminding that every
design decision reflects values, bias, and consequences. Within this
framing, technoethics becomes a method of environmental scanning
(Harris & Brooker, 2025) and power analysis (Commons Librarian, 2022),
mapping how systems, people, and influence interact.

Technoethics, power analysis, and environmental scanning asks to
examine not only what a technology does, but the conditions that
enable it to exist: the political incentives, economic dependencies, and
social narratives that shape its integration.

18



8¢
saoipoesd Buiom wouy ‘seipinioe uewny buieulpiood Jo suesw
o1uyLIobye ay; azijesiuad Aay; ‘erep pue abpajmouy azijodouow
suoijelodioo abie| sy °,uolez|epnajouysd}, se PagLIISap
210YyMas|a arey | 1eyl ssasoid e a1eisja20e 03 sud1LaIY] 3] "BUIOD
01 sieaf 1oy ‘saLjuNod pue sasseld ‘a1els ayl pue [epded usemaq
diysuoirejau ayz buideysau :suonesydwi snoLias arey pjnod
Jemod Buipes| spliom ayi jo ped ayi uo 10sfoid jeojpel siy |

:Ayij1qess |e1oos 10} sueaw H jeym pue 1emod a1els pue suoiresodiod
,Yo91 Big,, usemiaq diysuoneal siy jo jo syedw punojoid

au1 Jo sisA|eue |e2NnLID e 1910 JUBIBIAST J]IDEI S,pueINg dUPa)D

“(£20Z 'sP{einodep) sswil [eASIPSW Ul puB| Pa||0J1u0d spIo| [epna) a1 1shf
ainponusesjul [eaisAyd pue swiofie|d ay) 0U0D pue umo Asu ‘s1evew
ur @1@dwod A|dwis 10u op suoneiodiod ,yoa1 Big, aleym ‘|013u0d
JIWIOUODS JO puly Mau e piemol Bunyiys si wsijended [e1bip 1ey) senbuie
wsiepnajouyoay ‘1deouod passnosip Ajpeolq aiow AjBuiseaioul uy
(GZ0Z PUSIAEY-IOISED)) oYjl|e $81ed0APE pue (GZ0Z ‘@lednq) sieydiessal
Aq pastel Buiaq ase ,yoe1 b1, Aq |0J11U0D pue @2UBN|JUI JO UONEPI|OSUOD
8y} pue uonngLiasip Jamod ul Yiys sy Buipunouns sBululepy

"(ZZ0Z 1e1sussiy) , uoneaouul yoel,,
Jo asinb ay) Jepun swuojie|d pue s|001 81 [0JJUOD PUB UMO OYM 9SOU1
Joj pue Ag aininy sy} Jano Buisew-uolsidap Bunepljosuod Aq Jjemod

jo syiomawiel) ayy pue A1a1oos Buideysal si Yiys wbipesed siy] (G707
TISJ19|U2G) @dueuIsA0b pue ‘aiepem ‘AloUods ‘ainjoniiseljul [e100S

Jano sousnjul Jiayy Ajijdwe oy Jspio ul sonijod Buim-1yBu yum ubije
oym syuelb Ainsnpur yoay [npHamod may e Buowe paiesusduod si ABisus
jo uondwnsuod pue JusuisaAul ‘JuswdojaAsp Jo uoljelsj@dde pides ay |

"(S20Z Reipp "6°8) seounosal |eruswiuoliaue Buniojdxs pue Joge| uewny
Jo syyauaq ayi deas 0} Buinuuod ajiym (sjdoad ‘maia oy ul) swa|qoid
Jo @2unos ayy aoe|das 01 uoiN|os ayi se (GZ0z 'Ol- 14V "6°8) suonejoin
JO suJalled pPalUBWINDOP PUR SSAIJOW d|CeUOIISaNnb yum saniue
[npemod pue sjenpialpul Ag pauoidweyd usyo si 3| ((Gzog ‘olbbenjes)
uoneuiBew o1jgnd ayy paleusus sey salbojouyos) |y punode anBojeiq

(€207 "UspIng-Aa5MaN) paylys Ajjednewelp sey Jamod d13e1o0uUyda] Jo

6l

isaibojouyoey 1noge seiiunpoddo Buiuies| ulessuod
pue pioye ABojouydal siyl seop shkem 1eym uj :jedibobepad «

£21nquIu0d yBiw ABojouydal sy} yoiym o1 sws|gqoid
SNoIAQOUN puUe PapuSlUIUN Y} ale 1eyYAA (|edibojouyds] &

i|eaiyre ABojouyosy
siy1 wodj 1joid siodojensp 1eyy skem ay) a1y DIWOUODT &

¢sdnoub ||e yoy ednsnf pue
Aoeioowsp UlesISUOD IO pioye ABojouydsl siyl se0( DijeDowdd

isnl ABojouyoay siyy jo asn uno o} A|dde eyl sme| aiy :jebo7

iAleoiype
pasn pue Aj|eaiyrs paubissp ABojouydal siyl Sepp (|edIYl] &

(0457695 "dd)

mojoq paiedijdal uonelspisuod |euonippe aiinbal 1eys soidoy anbiun xis
ale slom siyy ul pasodoid ‘saibojouyos} Jo Hpne |edsiyreouyds) e Buiop
Joy seyoeoidde [emydesuod pue suonssnb Buipinb jo 18s e sepnjdul (4102
"*|e 12 BYINIY) uoneINpPT Joyoes] pue ABOjouYId] Ul SoAIIDadsIS [EI1311D)
PIEMO] :S214100UY3] Bulpunoibaio- JO sUoIINGLUIUOD Jofew 8y Jo suQ

'SuoIIN|os 8say1 Jo uIbLIO pue @2inos ay1 Buneboliaiul JO YoM
juenodwi Ajjeanud eyl syoopano (pateibalul pue pardope Apuaiayul
ale swaisAs asayy 1eyl uoirdwnsse Buikjiepun ayi pue) ABojouyoal
yum Buiyoeal uo siseydws sy ‘ABojouydel 1noge Buiyoesy ueyy Joyiel
ABojouyoay yum Buiyoesy aziseydws o3 pusy ()13 ]) selousiadwod)
ABojouyds| Joiednp3 Jayoes| a3 se Yyons) UOedNPS Ul SyIomawlel)
Buinsixe Moy sassaippe 19||IM IPNEIS pue ‘YiesH SuUel ‘BN
|olueq Aq (4 102) Uoneonpy Joyoea; pue ABojouysd| Ui SaAi1dadsio
je211117) piemoy solyreouyos) buipunoibaio “paresajijoid sey
'‘ABojouyda} 4o so1Y1d aYy) Bullipne uo ‘UoI1d8|}aI SB [|9M SE ‘UOo[IdNIlsul
91e11|IDB} 01 S|00] PUE $82.N0Sal Jo adusbiaws ay) ‘sieak Jusdal uj

cUpnY [e2114190UL3] €SI 3el/)



America in View: Technocratic Rupture of the Commons

When taking in view of the current state of American society, it is
important to understand that it is shaped by its history and its policy
decisions. Through the process of disinvestment, privatization, and a
government that consistently fails to address its foundational racial,
economic, gender, and disability injustices, present-day America is one
where basic infrastructure is deteriorating (e.g., roads, railways, water),
social economic inequality is widespread, and human rights are
increasingly under attack (Cohen, D., & Mikaelian, A, 2021).

In a living human world, people’s needs, realities, and aspirations persist
and deserve to be met. As the dominant global power through the 20th
and 21st centuries, the United States has long possessed both the
means and resources (e.g., Wealth Inequality, n.d.) to realize the

American dream, a concept popularized by James Truslow Adams in
The Epic of America (1931) and deeply influential in shaping FDR's New
Deal policies. Adams defines the American Dream as “a dream of a
social order in which each man and each woman shall be able to attain
to the fullest stature of which they are innately capable, and be
recognized by others for what they are, regardless of the fortuitous
circumstances of birth or position” (Adams, p. 404). Yet, its extractive,
racist, and individualistic policy design normalizes widespread
disenfranchisement and mass surveillance, while basic human needs are
increasingly contingent upon "“proving one’s worth” and subject to
capitalist extortion at home and abroad (Melamed, 2015).

“Big Tech’s” dominance and “Al” exploitation does not exist apart from
the world; it is, in fact, ofthe tangible human world and impacts the
material living conditions of all people and beings (Crawford, K., & Joler,
V, 2018). It is therefore imperative to recognize that the present
environment results from past choices, with consequences for the

planet, for people, and for the world we inhabit.

Since the November 2022 emergence of ChatGPT 3.5 and the
subsequent deluge of various Al technologies across the internet and its
myriad of digital platforms and services, the landscape and positioning

27

It is evident that ethical technology assessment goes beyond whether it
works, exists, or possibility, but instead requires a deep understanding
about its origins, assumptions, who benefits, who is marginalized, and
what ecosystem (socio-political-economic-environmental) it supports or
incentivizes.

Power Analysis

The dominant narrative around Al, “Big Tech,” and its aims are
intentionally opaque. Current technology systems, as well as policy and
narrative, are designed to keep understanding to a few, relying on
public disinterest or sense of non-belonging. This positioning
disenfranchises people and often rewards narrow incentives and groups
(Daub, 2020). In order to make decisions around technology, one must
be able to analyze influence, consequence, environmental context, and
source.

What is Power Mapping?

Power mapping is a framework for visualizing and analyzing how power
operates within a system. Used in advocacy, business, legal, and
educational settings, power mapping involves meaningful reflective
engagement on what influences can be shaping actions, narratives,
and/or political behavior. It involves identifying who holds
decision-making authority, the factors that shape influence, and the
groups or allies that can support efforts to effect change (Commons
Librarian, 2022).

Power Mapping: Personal Reflection Exercise

Imagine a situation where you or a group needs something and is trying
to gain approval, resources, or make change. This scenario could be as
specific as a workplace project, or even trying to influence an employer
or political leader. Once you have chosen your scenario, reflect on the
following questions.
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Identify structural and systemic constraints Assess capacity and leverage
Who has the resources, authority, role, or social capital to effect change?
e Power Analysis (General): Laws, policies, resources, cultural
norms, or institutional practices

e Technoethical Questions: What impact does this have on the
environment? What types of labor (human or otherwise) are
required for this technology to function? How is consent
gathered, and are people displaced and/or marginalized?

Attributes of Social Policy

|dentify structural and systemic constraints
As summarized from Handbook of Public Policy Analysis: Theory, Laws, policies, resources, cultural norms, or institutional practices
Politics, and Methodss (Fischer, Miller, & Sidney, 2017), public policy
involves a number of key attributes:

What is Social Policy?

e Policy is developed in response to issues or problems that
require attention.

e Policy reflects what a government chooses to do (explicit
actions) or not do (implicit actions) regarding a specific issue or
problem.

e Policy may be formalized as law(s), regulation(s), or a broader set
of the rules governing a particular issue or problem.

For Whom?

e Policy is designed to serve the public interest.
e Policy is designed to address specific objectives, such as solving
or mitigating problems.

Who Decides? (this is where the tension lies, isn't it?)

e Policy is ultimately developed by governments (but which
governments, for whom, and in whose interest?)

25 22
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