
I first learned about abortion
w

hen I w
as in the 1st grade. 

It w
as 1988, and George H

. W
. Bush

and M
ichael D

ukakis w
ere vying

for the presidency. M
y school held

a m
ock election and m

y 6-year-old
self voted for D

ukakis, childishly
yet ageistly choosing him

 because
he looked younger than his

opponent. 
Later that night, w

hile on a w
alk to

the local park, m
y parents taught

m
e that D

ukakis w
as a D

em
ocrat,

and that D
em

ocrats kill babies. I
learned the lesson that I had m

ade
not just a w

rong choice, but a
horrific one.

Looking stylish in a fruit rom
per w

ith m
y koolaid-stained m

outh

M
y parents did foster care w

hen I
w

as little, taking in new
borns and

babies m
ostly. I w

ould
(tem

porarily) nam
e the girls and

m
y brother w

ould nam
e the boys.

I m
ourned them

 w
hen w

e had to
give them

 back. I w
as but a child

m
yself. But I knew

 then that
I could never give

birth and then give
up the baby.
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D
onate to the N

ational N
etw

ork of
Abortion Funds (N

N
AF) at

https://abortionfunds.org/donate/
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Support for abortion funds has w
aned

since im
m

ediately after the Dobbs
decision in 2022. Abortion funds need

your help m
ore than ever!

H
ow

 ca
n I

 su
pp

or
t w

om
en

’s*
 ri

gh
ts

 bu
t n

ot
 su

pp
or

t a
 w

om
an

’s
 ri

gh
t t

o c
on

tr
ol

 he
r o

w
n b

od
y?

I c
ou

ld
n’

t m
ak

e s
en

se
 o

f i
t, 

so
 I

m
et

ho
di

ca
lly

 an
d 

pr
ag

m
at

ica
lly

ch
an

ge
d 

m
y b

el
ie

fs
. 

I w
ou

ld
 n

ev
er

 h
av

e a
n 

ab
or

tio
n,

 I
sa

id
, b

ut
 I s

up
po

rt
 th

e r
ig

ht
 to

ch
oo

se
.**

W
ith

 a 
fri

en
d 

w
ho

 li
ke

d 
m

y
fu

zz
y,

 sh
av

ed
 h

ea
d

*N
on

-b
in

ar
y p

eo
pl

e a
nd

tr
an

s m
en

 h
av

e

ab
or

tio
ns

, t
oo

. I
 n

ow
 u

se

ge
nd

er
-n

eu
tr

al

la
ng

ua
ge

 to
 ta

lk
 ab

ou
t

ab
or

tio
n.

**
Ch

oi
ce

-b
as

ed
 rh

et
or

ic

is 
lim

ite
d 

AF
. 

Lo
re

tt
a R

os
s t

au
gh

t m
e:

Re
pr

od
uc

tiv
e j

us
tic

e i
s

th
e w

ay
.



Reproductive justice is a social movement rooted in
Black feminism. SisterSong defines it as “the human
right to maintain personal bodily autonomy, have
children, not have children, and parent the children
we have in safe and sustainable communities.” 

The term “reproductive justice” was coined in 1994 by
Women of African Descent for Reproductive Justice,
and applies a human rights framework to the issue of
reproductive health.

Reproductive
Justice

Why I Made
This Zine

Recommended
Reading

Earlier movements focused more narrowly on legal
issues related to abortion rights or reproductive
rights. These movements tended to center middle-
class white women and emphasize “choice,” with
limited economic, racial, or cultural analysis into how
individual choices are constrained by societal factors. 

By contrast, reproductive justice is interested in the
full spectrum of reproductive experiences and
recognizes the role of inequalities in shaping options.

I made this zine as an example for the students in my
Social Justice Through Zines class. It is a perzine that
engages in scholarly personal narrative writing, as
discussed by Robert J. Nash. Also informing this zine 

is my training as a feminist sociologist, who values
reflexivity. Reflexivity refers to the process of
critically examining one’s positionality (social
identities) in relation to the topic one is studying.

This zine addendum was made with care by Julie Setele (August 2025, Buffalo, NY)
Read more zines at juliesetele.com
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