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Support for abortion funds has waned
since immediately after the Dobbs
decisionin 2022. Abortion funds need
your help more than ever!

Donate to the National Network of
Abortion Funds (NNAF) at
https://abortionfunds.org/donate/

Zine made with care by Julie Setele
(July 2024, Buffalo, NY)
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My Abortion
Journey
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I first learned about abortion
when | was inthe 1st grade.

It was 1988, and George H. W. Bush
and Michael Dukakis were vying
for the presidency. My school held
amock election and my 6-year-old
self voted for Dukakis, childishly
yet ageistly choosing him because
he looked younger than his
opponent.

Later that night, while on a walk to
the local park, my parents taught
me that Dukakis was a Democrat,
and that Democrats kill babies. |
learned the lesson that | had made
notjustawrong choice, buta
horrificone.
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My parents did foster care when |
was little, taking in newborns and
babies mostly. | would
(temporarily) name the girls and
my brother would name the boys.
I mourned them when we had to
give them back. | was but a child

myself. But | knew then that
| could never give

birth and then give
up the baby.

Looking stylish in a fruit romper with my koolaid-stained mouth



Reproductive justice is a social movement rooted in
Black feminism. SisterSong defines it as “the human
right to maintain personal bodily autonomy, have
children, not have children, and parent the children
we have in safe and sustainable communities.”

The term “reproductive justice” was coined in 1994 by
Women of African Descent for Reproductive Justice,
and applies a human rights framework to the issue of
reproductive health.

Reproductive
Justice

Earlier movements focused more narrowly on legal
issues related to abortion rights or reproductive
rights. These movements tended to center middle-
class white women and emphasize “choice,” with
limited economic, racial, or cultural analysis into how
individual choices are constrained by societal factors.

By contrast, reproductive justice is interested in the
full spectrum of reproductive experiences and
recognizes the role of inequalities in shaping options.

| made this zine as an example for the students in my
Social Justice Through Zines class. It is a perzine that
engages in scholarly personal narrative writing, as

discussed by Robert]. Nash. Also informing this zine

Recommended

Reading

Liberating Abortion (2024) Sherman & Mahone
You or Someone You Love (2023) Matthews
New Handbook for a Post-Roe America (2021) Marty
The Movement for Reproductive Justice (2020) Zavella
Choice Words (2020) Finch
Reproductive Justice (2017) Ross & Solinger

Why | Made
This Zine

is my training as a feminist sociologist, who values
reflexivity. Reflexivity refers to the process of
critically examining one’s positionality (social
identities) in relation to the topic one is studying.
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