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THE DIFFERENCT BETWEEN CRIMINALIZATION, LEGALIZATION,
DECRIMINALIZATION, AND HOW IT RELATES TO SEX WORK

Three main legal (rameworks address sex work — criminalization, legalization and
decriminalization. In most of the United States, sex work Is a eriminal offence, This means thar
the purchase and selling of sexual services, and any associgted activities, arc criminalized. The
various San Francisco statutes {for example) associated with sex work include: prostitution,
prostitution while HIV-infected, phmping, pandering, seliciting prostitution, loitering with the
intent (o commmil prostitution, conspiracy to comntit prostitution, and keeping a housc of
prostitution. Sex workers may also face drug and public nuisance charges. [n many criminalized
svstems, the possession of condoms may be used as circumstantial evidence of intent to comumit
prostitution. This may lead sex workers to avoid carrying condoms due to fear that they will be
used as evidence in a court of law,
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namgs, tell me that T was stupid, that whatever happened to me owt there, I deserved it for being
out there,” Tamika Spellman told vox, Officers have made comments Iike. “it would be all right
if you were out here working, so long as I get lunch.” Spellman said. essentially foreing her to
buy them a meal to avoid being sirested. She’s alse been sexually assautted by officers, she told
Vox. “This is something that you can find across the board with sex workers,” she said. Police
“take advantage of us.” Then there is the financial toll of criminalization. Repeated arrests and
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from an aniicle publizhed in Between the Lines, Feb 2024)






+House Bill 259 and Senate Bill Y82: While osiensibly requiring public school health education
about child abuse and humun trafficking, they would actually remove educational requiremnents
ahout tecn dating violence and abuse (May 3™, 2019-died in both Education and
Appropriations}.

Despite emotional testimony from the Flortda legislature from Kag Cain and another activist
wha consensuaily sells sex for a living, the lawmakers did not move 10 decriniinalize sex work
in Flocida. Tnsiead, they advanced Scnate Bill 540, which would expand a statewide buman
wrafficking council and require the hospitality industry to irain employees to waich for signs of



"I you're voting, 1 would prefer that we talk about this right now. I've definitely lost clicats te
political talk, but I would rather do it than not do it,” they say, "1 think I'm privileged in that I
appear femme and cis, and T'm white, and that gives me a certain amount of privilege that
{allows me] to take those opportunities to push those buttons.” For Westwood, the cxperience of
being a sex worker while queer has been mainly an internal struggle of balancing gender
expression, facing the realization that the more feminine they presented, the more money they
made.
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